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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Members are reminded they only have 30 days
to grieve a Principal's Rating. Any member
wanting to grieve a rating should contact their
Borough Chairperson.

PRINCIPAL RATING

Unit Value for July 2020
              $109.662           

RENEWALS
Please be aware of your licenses and permits
renewal dates. Apply and renew on time to
avoid fees and disciplinary actions.

VARIABLE RATE

COVID-19 SAFETY GUIDELINES



Brothers and Sisters,

Our Local 891 family is in mourning for two active members who died in the same week of July. Paul Roberts and
Steven Lukic each had young children. They had long battled different health conditions and ailments. Their
families need our help.  Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the Local 891 Beneficiaries Fund. 
The Fund will match all contributions. 

Now, almost five months since the City closed the Public Schools to all students and non-essential staff, nowhere
near enough progress has been made with the plan to possibly bring everyone back in September. That is not
surprising considering how quickly the virus is spreading in other parts of our nation that have attempted to
restart parts of their economy. The goal is to bring students back, if at all possible, for the most in-person
schooling the students can receive while keeping them and the staff safe. I’ll keep you updated as the situation
evolves.

I know many of you share the same concerns as the parents, students and staff as to whether this is a good idea. 
Many of you have questions about who will care for your own children; with no good answers to those questions.
Most importantly I know that you’re concerned with being able to provide a safe school environment with the
inadequate funding provided by the Department of Education.   When you formulate your Annual Plan, do not
make promises you can not keep.   Predicate any services you provide as being conditional on adequate funding. 
Explicitly state that in your plan! 

Enjoy the rest of the summer because if the buildings are reoccupied in the Fall you will not be able to meet the
unreasonable demands placed upon you and your staff.

We all know it is not easy to continue to perform day to day with all the uncertainties of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Please do all you can to keep yourselves and your loved ones safe by following all the guidelines and precautions
set forth by the experts.

Remember that all Local 891 officials and resources are still available for you to utilize. Contact us by phone or
email with any concerns or issues. Anyone with questions or concerns about “reasonable accommodations”
should contact me directly at the office 718.455.9731 or on my cell at 917.887.1350.

Please stay updated by checking your emails frequently for important information and updates. Below are links to
some of the emails that I have sent out during the month of July:

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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T H E  F U T U R E  I S  N O W

July 3 - Correction to July Gauge
July 13 - Education and Training Fund Registration
July 17 - Covid-19 Reasonable Accommodation
July 23 - The holiday Eid al-Adha
July 28 - Fundraiser for Families of Paul Roberts and Steven Lukic
July 29 - DCAS Appeal Letters for Custodian Engineer Exam 9013
July 30 - Fox News Interview with Business Manager President Troeller

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Correction-to-the-July--Electronic-Edition-of-the-Gauge-.html?soid=1124028352516&aid=DGhUbxhEkcs
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Education---Training-Fund--200-Hour-Refrigeration-Course-.html?soid=1124028352516&aid=_eHluHoIufs
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Covid-19-Reasonable-Accommodations-Phone---Correction.html?soid=1124028352516&aid=62aT40LnUWQ
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#details/activity/bdcb9b16-bdba-4499-8a54-dae3e84e35ef
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Fundraiser-for-Families-of-Steven-Lukic-and-Paul-Roberts.html?soid=1124028352516&aid=bFPtW0g43Kw
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/DCAS-Appeal-letters-for-Custodian-Engineer-Exam-9013.html?soid=1124028352516&aid=qtOcnAMdHzY
https://www.fox5ny.com/news/without-extra-manpower-custodians-wonder-how-nyc-schools-will-be-cleaned-when-they-reopen


I N

M E M O R I A M

Local 891 has lost two active members who were both young men with young children in their family. Each had long battled
different illnesses and ailments. Local 891's Beneficiary Fund will be accepting donations on behalf of the Roberts and Lukic
families. We are asking our Brothers and Sisters to do whatever they can to assist their families at this difficult time. Local
891's Beneficiary Fund will match each donation dollar for dollar. Mail your donations to: IUOE Local 891's Beneficiary Fund,
63 Flushing Avenue, Building 292 Suite 401, Brooklyn, NY 11205.

Our deepest sympathies are with the Roberts and Lukic families at this time.

Fraternally, 

Robert

PAUL ROBERTS
ACTIVE CE, K364

CONDOLENCES TO: 
LORRAINE ROBERTS, (SPOUSE)

130-01 230TH STREET
LAURELTON, NY 11413
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STEVEN LUKIC
ACTIVE CE, K103

CONDOLENCES TO:
LISA LUKIC, (SPOUSE)

87 MAPLE STREET
CROTON ON THE HUDSON, NY 10520



BLOOD BANK   
Evan Manca - Blood Bank Committee Chairperson

GOOD AND WELFARE
  Theresa DiCristi - Good and Welfare Committee Chairperson 

  Melville Donor Center, 905 Walt Whitman Road, Melville, NY 11747
  Staten Island Donor Center, 2791 Richmond Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10314
  Local 891 Union Hall at The Brooklyn Navy Yard.

The Local 891 blood drive has been tentatively scheduled for September 4th, the Friday of Labor Day
weekend. PLEASE NOTE THIS IS NOT A FIRM DATE. All three sites are confirmed opened at the moment,
this may be subject to change. During the Covid-19 pandemic, the donor centers had very few blood
donations. They will be in need of donors to help repair the blood shortage. Please make every effort to
attend the September drive and continue to make Local 891 a success. 

Please donate at any of the following centers.

1.
2.
3.

BLOOD DRIVE RESCHEDULED

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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Brothers and Sisters,

I am sad to announce the passing of Active CE Paul Roberts K346/364 on July 20, 2020. Condolences to his
wife Lorraine and to his family and friends. A Widow's Care is in place with Steve Carbone (K007) stepping
up as the first CE to cover Paul's assignment. The Widow's Care continues for Michael Ortiz (X009) and for
Maurice Jones (K208) as well. Thank you to Rocco Marano, Brooklyn Borough Chairperson and Mike King,
Bronx Borough Chairperson  for helping to coordinate these coverages. Thank you again to all those who
very generously sent in donations for the Ortiz family. It was greatly appreciated by his wife Bonnie and his
two girls. Hoping you and your families enjoy the rest of the summer - stay safe and be well!! 
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REMINDER
Please be mindful, the things you

do outside of working hours,
including social media can have a
direct effect on your employment!



OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH/SAFETY  
Joanne O'Neill - Occupational  Health/Safety Committee Chairperson

COVID-19 safety: Tips for Travel, Restaurants, the Gym and more

As communities lift stay-at-home restrictions, it's important to keep taking steps to protect yourself
from COVID-19. Find out how to safely travel, visit restaurants, go to the gym and more during
reopening.

If coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) stay-at-home restrictions are easing in your community, you
might wonder how to visit public places and protect your health. Here's what you need to know.
Before you head out, follow guidance where you live. In the U.S., activity restrictions vary among cities
and states. 

Before you head out, check your city or state health department's website for information about local
restrictions aimed at preventing the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

The best way to protect yourself from the COVID-19 virus is to avoid exposure. If you go out, wear a cloth
face covering. Keep a distance of about 6 feet (2 meters) from others if the COVID-19 virus is spreading in
your community, especially if you have a higher risk of serious illness. Avoid close contact with anyone
who is sick or has symptoms. Also, avoid large events and mass gatherings.

In addition, practice good hygiene. Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or
use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover your mouth and nose with
your elbow or a tissue when you cough or sneeze and then wash your hands or use hand sanitizer. Also,
avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.

If you feel sick, stay home. Don't visit public areas unless you're going to get medical care. Avoid taking
public transportation if you're sick. If you're at higher risk of serious illness, don't head out into the
community just yet. It's safer to stay home. If other members of your household return to work or visit
places where social distancing isn't possible, it's recommended that they isolate themselves from you.

Safety tips for public places
Beyond taking general precautions to prevent COVID-19, consider specific safety tips for visiting different public
places. 

Traveling
Before traveling check the websites of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World
Health Organization (WHO) for health advisories and self-quarantine requirements. Consider checking the U.S.
Transportation Security Administration's website and your airline's website for additional guidance.  Consider
the risks associated with different types of travel. There might be a risk of getting the COVID-19 virus on a
crowded flight if other travelers on board are infected. On a bus or train, sitting or standing within 6 feet (2
meters) of others for a prolonged period can put you at risk of getting or spreading the COVID-19 virus.
Traveling by car or recreational vehicle often involves stops that could put you in close contact with infected
people.
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If you're planning on booking a hotel room, check the hotel's website to learn about precautions being taken
and if amenities, such as the gym or restaurant, will be open. Bring cleaning supplies with you. When you get to
your room, disinfect all high-touch surfaces, such as light switches, sink faucet handles, door knobs and the
remote control. Wash plates, cups or silverware (other than pre-wrapped plastic) before using. Also, confirm
the hotel's cancellation policy before making a booking.

Restaurants
Before you eat at a restaurant, check the restaurant's safety practices. Are the employees wearing cloth face
coverings, regularly disinfecting high-touch surfaces and practicing social distancing? Is there good
ventilation? Are tables set far enough apart from each other to allow for social distancing? Is the menu digital
or disposable? Ideally, the restaurant won't offer salad bars, buffets and drink-filling stations that require
people to use common utensils or dispensers. If you need to wait in line for service, maintain a distance of at
least 6 feet (2 meters) from others. If possible, use touchless payment.

When ordering takeout, try to pay online or over the phone to limit contact with others. If you're having food
delivered, ask for it to be left outside your home in a safe spot, such as the porch or your building's lobby.
Otherwise, stay at least 6 feet (2 meters) away from the delivery person. If you're picking up your food at the
restaurant, maintain social distancing while waiting in the pickup zone. After bringing home your food, wash
your hands or use hand sanitizer.

Places of Worship
Before going to a place of worship, check to see if the size of gatherings is being limited and how that might
affect your visit. Seek out services held in large, well-ventilated areas. Continue social distancing during
services. Also, avoid contact with frequently touched items, such as books. Place any donations in a stationary
collection box. If food is offered at an event, look for pre-packaged options.

Gyms
Before going to the gym, call to see if it's limiting how many members are allowed in at the same time. You
might have to reserve a block of time in advance, with staff cleaning the facility between blocks.
Ask about the facility's cleaning and disinfecting policies and whether you'll be able to use the locker room or
bathroom. If you are interested in group exercise classes, ask if they are being offered.  

Your gym will likely enforce social distancing by blocking access to every other cardio machine. Follow the
gym's guidelines and stay at least 6 feet (2 meters) away from other members. Clean equipment
before and after using it. Some equipment that's difficult to clean, such as foam rollers and yoga blocks, might
not be available. If you're at higher risk of serious illness, you might consider waiting to return to the gym. Ask
if your gym offers virtual classes or training.

Salons
When making your appointment, ask about safety measures. You might be required to attend your
appointment alone, wash your hair at home to reduce traffic near the shampoo area, and wait in your car or
outside until your appointment begins. In addition, you might ask whether the salon is offering blow drying.
Eliminating blow drying could reduce the spread of germs. Ideally, the salon will stagger appointments to limit
how many people are in the facility at the same time. You might ask about the salon's disinfecting practices. Is
the staff regularly wiping down high-touch surfaces? Are chairs and headrests disinfected after they are used?
Is the staff wearing cloth face coverings and regularly washing their hands? Are they wearing single-use gloves
for nail and facial work? Also, look for touchless payment options.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH/SAFETY Contd. 6



Grocery stores
Before going to get your groceries, consider visiting the chain's website to check on the precautions being
taken. For smaller businesses, call the store. To make social distancing easy, visit the grocery store early in
the morning or late at night, when the store might be less crowded. If you're at higher risk of serious illness,
find out if the store has special hours for people in your situation and shop during these times. You might
also consider ordering your groceries online for home delivery or curbside pickup.

At the store, disinfect the handle of the shopping cart or basket. Stay at least 6 feet (2 meters) away from
others while shopping and in lines. If possible, pay without touching money or a keypad or use hand
sanitizer after paying. Also, apply hand sanitizer after you leave the store. When you get home, wash your
hands.

Banks
During visits to the bank, use the ATM, if possible. Clean the ATM keyboard with a disinfecting wipe before
using it. When you are done, apply hand sanitizer. Wash your hands when you get home.

Gas stations
Before pumping gas wipe down any handles or buttons you'll need to touch. After you finish fueling, apply
hand sanitizer. Wash your hands when you get home or the next time you are near a sink.

Pharmacy
Plan to order and pick up all of your prescriptions at the same time. If possible, call in prescription orders
ahead of time and use a drive-thru window, curbside pickup, mail order or other delivery service. 

Ask your doctor or pharmacist if you can get a larger supply of medication so that you don't have to visit the
pharmacy as often.

Massage therapy
Before having a massage, ask about what precautions your massage therapist is taking to prevent the spread
of the COVID-19 virus. Ideally, the number of people in the space will be limited to allow for social distancing
and you'll be able to check in and out using virtual tools.

Massage rooms, communal areas and any objects you might touch should be thoroughly cleaned, disinfected
and sanitized. Ask about the laundry policy for linens, towels and other washable items. Massage therapists
should follow hand-washing and hygiene protocols and use equipment to protect themselves, such as gloves
and masks.

Parks and outdoor spaces
Before heading out, check with state and local authorities to see if parks, recreational facilities, natural
bodies of water, beaches and swim areas are open. In the U.S., the National Park Service will decide on a
park-by-park basis if a national park will open. If an area is going to be open, check if bathrooms and food
concession stands also are open. Choose a park that is close to home. Travel often involves stops, which can
expose you to the COVID-19 virus. Keep space between yourself and others when using swimming pools.
While at the park, look for open areas, trails and paths that allow you to keep a distance of 6 feet (2 meters)
from others. Avoid crowded areas. As businesses continue to open, guidelines might change. Stay informed.
Also, don't be afraid to ask questions. If you don't feel confident about a business's safety practices, postpone
your visit. Protecting your health is worth it. 

Source:  https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/in-depth/coronavirus-safety-tips/art-
20485967    

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH/SAFETY Contd. 
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 Local 891 Member

In partnership with the CUNY School of Labor and Urban Studies, Local 891 is proud to announce that we
will be hosting two College Credit Courses this Fall at our Union Offices.

Beginning Tuesday, September 1st,  from 5:00 PM to 8:20 PM, you can attend a three credit course titled
"Language, Literacy and Culture". On Monday evenings beginning August 31st, from 6:15 PM to 9:35 PM
you can earn four credits in a course titled "Introduction to Labor Studies". 

These courses are planned for traditional in-person classroom attendance. However, if circumstances
dictate, we are set up for Distance Learning.

If you have any questions please contact the Local 891 Education & Training
Fund education@local891.com
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EDUCATION 
Frank Byrne - Education Committee Chairperson

THE FUTURE IS NOW



Congratulations to grandparents
Kevin Gibson, Active Custodian, X095

and his wife Lorraine. 
Their son Tommy

and his wife Kate are the proud 
parents to daughter,  Jameson Jeanne, born on 

July 10, 2020. 
Weight 7lbs-15oz.

Welcome Members New Little Ones!

     Congratulations to Active Custodian, 
Nicholas Anderson, R014 and his wife. 
They welcomed daughter Amelia Jean

on  June 27, 2020.
Weight 6lbs-12oz.

Length 19.5 inches.   

9



THE GAUGE
AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF

I.U.O.E LOCAL 891
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OPERATING ENGINEERS

Sep 2019 | Vol 1 1

Brooklyn Navy Yard,  63 Flushing Avenue
Building 292,  Suite 401

Brooklyn,  NY 11205

Ph:   (718)  455-9731      Fx:    (718)  455-9733 

www.Local891.com

1-888-891-2226 (Outside NY area only)
To Reach Anyone Listed Below, Dial  the Main
Union Phone Number and then the Extension

Annual Children's Party
Blood Bank                                                 
Compensation Insurance                            
E.P.E.C                                                          
Editor, “TheGauge”                                     
Education                                                   
Engineers Protective                                 
Entertainment                                            
Exceptions                                                   
Good and Welfare                                      
Grievances 32BJ/94                                     
Grievances 891                                             
Hospitalization                                            
 Indoctrination                                             
Legislative Co-Chairman                           
Legislative Co-Chairman                            
Membership                                                 
Membership Assistance                              
Occup. Health/Safety                                
Payroll/Permits                                             
Pension                                                          
Rating and Transfer                                      
StoreKeeper                                                   
Supplies                                                         
Temporary Care Assign                             
Watchdog Committee                                 
WebMaster                                                     
NYC Central Labor Council Delegate         
NYC Central Labor Council Delegate         

 ROBERT  J. TROELLER
Business Manager/ President

Jeffrey J. Bilek
Vice President

Francis J. Byrne
Recording-Corresponding

Secretary

Kieran M. McKivergan
Financial Secretary

Richard A. Gorgoglione
Treasurer

Bronx 
Brooklyn 
Manhattan 
Queens 
Staten Island

 BOROUGH CHAIRPERSONS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

    WELFARE & ANNUITY FUNDS

Richard A. Gorgoglione
 Chairman of Trustees

63 Flushing Ave. Building 292 – Suite 401 Brooklyn, NY 
11205

Ph: (718) 455-9731 Ext. 301
 Fx: (718) 488-7122

welfarefund@local891.com

Legal Services (718) 895-7160

Daniel H. Cook Associates
Welfare forms – eye care vouchers – claims information

253 W. 35th St., 12th Floor, New York NY  10001
(212) 505-5050 ext. 229     

Peter Maddaloni 
Evan Manca 
Trifon Radef 
Gregory Sutton 
Daniel Danvers 
Frank Byrne 
Frank Felix 
Kieran McKivergan 
Dan Morgan 
Theresa DiCristi 
Marvin Rodriguez 
John Maderich
Andrew Samberg 
Steven Williams 
William Carroll 
Michael Kelly
Kieran McKivergan 
Vincent McParland 
Joanne O’Neill 
Andrew Foti 
Christopher Attianese 
Robert Calamia 
Stevo Pepdjonovic
Michael Kelly
Joseph Sanfilippo 
ChristopherJ. Attianese 
Dan Morgan 
Anthony DelRosso 
Richard Gorgolione 

ext: 249
ext: 250
ext. 251 
ext. 252
ext. 253
ext. 314
ext. 255
ext. 256
ext. 274
ext. 258
ext. 259
ext. 260
ext. 261
ext. 262
ext. 263
ext. 261
ext. 264
ext. 265
ext. 266
ext. 267
ext. 268
ext. 269
ext. 270
ext. 271
ext. 272
ext. 273
ext. 274
ext. 275
ext. 276

Michael King
Rocco Marano
John Brennan
Peter Maddaloni
Steve Ready

ext. 220
ext. 221
ext. 222
ext. 223
ext. 224


