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Principal Rating
Members are reminded they only have 
30 days to grieve a Principal's Rating.
Any member wanting to grieve a rating 
should contact the Grievance Chairperson.

Renewals
Please be aware of your license and permit renewal
date. Apply and renew on time to avoid fees and
disciplinary action. 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ALL RENEWALS MUST BE
DONE ONLINE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Direct Deposit
Members who are not already
enrolled in direct deposit
are encouraged to do so by
accessing the payroll portal

Variable Rate
Unit Value for February 2022 

147.010

Regular Membership Meeting
Regular Membership Meeting will be held March 3rd 

At M167 Robert Wagner Middle School
220 East 76th Street

Between 2nd & 3rd Avenues 
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February 2 - Passing of Jack Kelly

February 7 - Passing of Donald Scales
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February 15 - Thank You From Entertainment Chair
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February 16 - NYC Department of Education Emerald Society Event

February 16 -Asbestos Screening

February 17 - Seniority Lists
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Brothers & Sisters,

   I wanted to start by bringing to your attention a new benefit that will be available to our members

and their families through the union. The union has come to an agreement with National Student

Debt Forgiveness Center to make student loan counselling and forgiveness services available at no

costs to the members. The current federal administration has broadened the rules for loan

forgiveness so you may qualify even if you did not in the past. The loan counselling is also available

to those who have not yet taken out a loan but are planning to in the future or considering it. This is

a great opportunity available to all active members and their families, including children and

parents, to lessen the economic burden of higher education. Natalie Lungo, Director of Business

Development with the National Student Debt Forgiveness Center, will be at our monthly meeting on

March 3rd to discuss the program in more detail. 

   There is a concern which has been brought to my attention that I would like to address. Your job is

a vital part of the operation of the New York City Schools. Your administrative and supervisory

responsibilities are instrumental to the safety of the students, teachers, and other occupants of the

schools. I understand that some of our schools are understaffed. However, you should not be taking

on the responsibilities of your employees. If you are cleaning or performing the other tasks of your

employees, then that is time taken away from your own duties. You can not be penalized for failing

to do the jobs of your employees as long as you show that you did all you could to get the job done,

such as addressing the issue with your staff or requesting the necessary additional staff. You should

be able to communicate with your principal about this and they should understand. Your principal is

not responsible to run down the hall and teach a class because a teacher happens to not be there.

You are responsible to make sure your staff does their job; you are not responsible to do their job.

Notify your Principal ahead of time if short staffing will result in some tasks not being completed.

   On a lighter note, I wanted to bring to everyone’s attention our upcoming Local 891 Picnic located

at Plattdeutsche Park Restaurant. Our executive board recently voted to approve making the Picnic

free to all members, active and retired, and to allow for one free guest for each member. Your

children, under 21 years old, are also invited to attend at no cost. Members are welcome to bring

additional adult guests at a cost to be determined. Look out for additional information coming soon.

This event will also serve as the June 2022 General Membership meeting. We hope to see as many

members as possible!

Regards, 

Robert 
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The New York City Department Of

Education Emerald Society Annual

Scholarship Dinner Dance is scheduled for

Friday, March 11, 2022, at Terrace on the

Park 52-11 111th Street Flushing. This year

they will be honoring Bronx Borough

Chairperson Michael King. You can view

the reservation form here.

NYC Department of Education Emerald Society EventNYC Department of Education Emerald Society Event                        

EDUCATION
Frank Byrne, Education Committee Chairperson

Many members have been utilizing a tremendous benefit available from the Education and

Training Fund. The Fund will reimburse members the tuition paid for courses completed

from an accredited college or university. Please be mindful that the reimbursement is for

tuition only! Reimbursement does not cover books and other auxiliary fees. Members can

contact the Education and Training Fund for tuition reimbursement applications. If you

have any questions, please feel free to contact the Education and Training Fund at

education@local891.com.

Frank                                                   
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Dear Newly-Retired Members, 

Congratulations to all of you on your recent retirement! You've completed your vacation

and terminal leave and have now made it! 

President Troeller, Local 891, and the entire membership would like to thank you all for your

many years of hard work and devotion to your buildings, their staffs and the students who

achieved quality education in clean and safe environments. The role of Custodian Engineer

must never be taken lightly. Your dedication to excellence has had far-reaching benefits

that often go unnoticed but, nonetheless, are integral to the efficient and safe operation of a

school. 

We have noticed, and we greatly appreciate everything you have done. 

So, now it's time for you to relax and enjoy! You may do so now with the knowledge that

your continued efforts during your time with Local 891 made a real difference. 

Thank you all! Have a wonderful retirement! 

Fraternally, 

Kieran McKivergan 

Membership Committee Chairperson

Name Name
Retirement

Date
Retirement

Date

George Madine


Eugene Connolly

Stephen McPartland


Patrick Chiricolla


Jeanmarie Malm


Thomas Smallman


Bernard Swift 

Roy Shipman 

Robert Henry


Michael Reilly 

Sean Deahl 

Roger Grant


Michael Sanchez 

02/26/21

03/03/21

03/05/21

03/28/21

04/01/21

04/01/21

04/19/21

04/21/21

04/26/21

05/06/21

05/15/21

05/24/21

05/25/21

Lawrence Durack

Jack Icovino

Juergen Guenther

Peter Shervanick

Suzanne Bicknell

Robert Holmes

Dennis Maestrallis

Mark Igneri

Neil Pastori

Scott Martin

William Ryan

Lorenzo Worrell

05/28/21

05/28/21

07/01/21

07/12/21

08/18/21

09/19/21

10/02/21

10/15/21

10/28/21

10/28/21

12/21/21

12/30/21

MEMBERSHIP
Kieran McKivergan, Membership Committee Chairperson
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Brothers and Sisters -

The Widow's Care for Albert Spechar (Q610) continues. I'd like to thank Kevin

O'Donnell, Ernie Diaz and Pete Maddaloni for stepping up to provide the

coverage. Thank you also to all those who contributed to the 891 Beneficiary

Fund on behalf of the Spechar Family. They are truly appreciative of all the

support they've received and continue to receive from this amazing 891 family.

In Solidarity,

Theresa

GOOD AND WELFARE    
Theresa DiCristi, Good and Welfare Committee Chairperson

Dear Brothers and Sisters

All Members should be following up on their quotes from SDI. If you haven’t heard from them

in two or three days, reach out to them. They may have lost track of your quote.

Also, be reminded that there are supply chain issues going on in all industries right now. If you

ordered an item and have not received it in a timely matter, you should notify SDI.

Fraternally,

Harry W. Cender

Supplies Committee Chairperson                                                       

Harry Cender, Supply Committee Chairperson

SUPPLIES
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Federally 469 seats in the U.S. Congress (34 Senate seats and all 435 House seats) are up for

Election on November 8, 2022. In New York State the entire Executive and Legislative branches

are up for Elections, the Primary will be June 28, 2022 and the General Election November 8,

2022. The IUOE will have a list of Candidates we endorse who support us, we will forward this

information when available for your consideration when Voting.

On the State level we should take this opportunity to address 2012's passing of the Tier 6 Pension

Plan. According to ERS (Employees Retirement System) 48% of their members are presently in

this tier. Our own Local 891 has more than 35% of membership in this tier and it's growing. All

these brothers and Sisters are hemorrhaging money in their retirements and off their kitchen

tables compared to Tier 4. They lose 5% off their retirements over the first 20 years of service,

additionally if they retire and want to collect before the age of 63 there are a whole set of

reductions (penalties) from age 62 down to 55, age 55 has a 52% reduction cost. The money lost

off their kitchen table comes in the form of a 6% pension cost over the entirety of their Careers.

Every Local and all their memberships no matter the Tiers they may be in, should ask every

Candidate for Governor for Tier 6 Pension Equity.

For more information on New York States' Pension and Retirement system, including Tier 6,

funding, investments and current trends in pension legislation, visit the New York State

Comptroller's website at www.osc.state. ny.us.    

LEGISLATIVE                 
Michael Kelly, Legislative Committee Chairperson

     2021 Year in Review

LOOK AT SOME OF OUR MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 2021

A look back at some of the major accomplishments of the Office of the New York State Comptroller in 2021, including


achieving a record 33.5% investment return for the State pension fund, protecting the pension fund by divesting from coal


and oil sands companies while investing in sustainable and low-carbon opportunities, returning $348 million in lost money


to rightful owners, and more.

Read Report




COVID-19 Relief Program Tracker

BILLIONS IN NEW FEDERAL DOLLARS FLOWING TO NEW YORK

This tool monitors spending of federal recovery aid and COVID-19 relief programs in the State. The dashboard explains each


federal and State program, and how much has been received and spent to date. The data will be updated monthly and New


Yorkers can use the tool to understand how federal aid is used and to inform future conversations about budget priorities.

View Dashboard




Open Book New York

SEARCH STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL RECORDS

Comptroller DiNapoli wants New Yorkers to know how their tax dollars are spent. Without transparency in government,

there cannot be accountability. Open Book New York provides comprehensive financial data on State contracts, payments,


spending and more.

Read More




                                                                      

Sample from NYS Comptroller's Newsletter                  
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The IUOE Endorses


Governor Kathy Hochul's


Re-election Campaign

Business Manager/President, Robert J.


Troeller having a discussion with Governor


Kathy Hochul at her endorsement function

Local 891 Business Manager/President standing next to Governor Hochul, with IUOE New

York State Coalition of Operating Engineers President, Tom Callahan, standing behind her,


and other IUOE leaders surrounding her.  Also in attendance from Local 891 were Manhattan

Borough Chair, John Brennan and Legislative Committee member, Daniel Danvers (far right)
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INDOCTRINATION                                      
Dwight Woodley, Indoctrination Committee Chairperson

Local 891 welcomes its newest members in indoctrination classes with union


officers, committee chairpersons, DOE reps, and a NYC Councilmember

Pictures courtesy of Kevin Gallagher*

Dwight Woodley, Retirement Committee


Chairperson William Carroll, NYC


Councilmember Rita Joseph, and Treasurer


Richard Gorgoglione

Our newest members learned all about 

how we manage our important work 
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 Bronx Borough Chair, Michael King, teaches 


the new members invaluable lessons

Dwight Woodley, Harry Cender and Nicholas


Souto watch on as the new members learn about


the opportunities  available to members

NYC Councilmember, Rita Joseph, took the chance to


address the new members while she was at the offices
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It was wonderful to see so many of you at our Local 891 Reception Dance on Friday, February 4th.

To be honest, we began to worry that the cold, rainy-icy weather would cause many of you to

cancel. You can imagine how surprised and delighted we were to see such a great attendance, and

that, by attending, you made a definite statement that your support of our Union is important to

you. You could have chosen to stay home, but you chose instead to deal with the inclement

weather and join in the festivities. We appreciate that message more than words can say and

we're proud to call you brothers and sisters.

This year's Reception Dance was a great success, and all of you played an integral role in making

that happen. Watching you all having a fabulous time was a pleasure, indeed. There were good

times all around-brothers and sisters catching up with one another while enjoying the buffet and

libations, and the dancing! Who knew so many of you could move like that? A wonder to behold!

Again, our sincere thanks to all of our members, active and retired, who participated in this year's

Reception Dance. Your continued support and contributions are so very necessary and

appreciated. We look forward to seeing all of you next year!

And a very special thank you to Vilma and Ryan from the office for all their tremendous help.

The Journal for the event can be found by clicking this link here.

Fraternally,

Kieran McKivergan

Entertainment Chairperson                                                                                   

ENTERTAINMENT                       
Kieran McKivergan, Entertainment Committee Chairperson
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Our Members know how


to have a good time!

Randy Asher, Director of Labor


Relations for the DOE, expressed the


City's appreciation of the members

Peter Abbate Jr, NYS


Assemblymember, spoke


to the members!
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Congrats to Kevin Fitzgerald


(Q238) who won the 50/50 and


took home a huge cash pirze!
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Additional photos of the event will be


added to the Local 891 website soon



General Membership MeetingGeneral Membership Meeting
The February 3rd General Membership Meeting covered a wide range of topics & issues. Manhattan


Borough Chair, John Brennan, was sworn in to his new position as an 891 Trustee. Members learned


about the opportunities of acquiring and holding the Fire Safety Director COF from Vice President


Jeff Bilek. Education Chairperson, Frank Byrne, covered the many classes offered by Local 891.


Business Manager/President, Robert J Troeller addressed the many issues affecting the membership. 

Over 12 members will qualify for pay increase for Fire


Safety Director\certification because of a recently won


grievance

Lately we have had a lot of issues with supplies.


Remember you cannot be ordered to use your personal


vehicle.

Test kits are the responsibility of the school


administration to inventory.

 Situations in dealing with NYCSSS seem to be


improving. Thanks to Marvin Rodriguez and Theresa


DiCristi for working on our behalf.

New Members include 7 former Provisionals. Our


Collective Bargaining agreement has specific rules


which include one year eligibility for transfer after


first permanent assignment. Contact me with any


questions. 

President/Business Manager Robert J Troeller reports:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

John Maderich, Grievances Committee Chairperson,


brought the membership up to date concerning the


current issues facing Local 891 members

Jeff Bilek, Vice President of Local 891 addressed the


fact that members with Fire Safety Directors


certifications are not being notified for qualifying for


buildings that could increase their salaries

John Brenan, Manhattan Borough Chair, being


sworn in to his new position as a Local 891 Trustee.
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You miss out on tips from


your fellow Custodian


Engineers When you miss


the Union Meeting!
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Local 891
Welcomes

Salvatore Louis Gorgoglione 

Born January 27, 2022




Son of Richard J. (R034)& Ashley Gorgoglione




Grandson of Treasurer

Richard A. Gorgoglione 
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Since he was appointed Custodian Engineer in 1970 Donald Scales has

been a tireless member of IUOE Local 891. In his many years working as a

second-generation Custodian- Engineer he has proven his commitment

to Local 891 by ably administrating under four different presidents of this

Local. He continually demonstrated his willingness to work hard for all

the members while serving in many different elected and appointed

positions throughout his 31 years before retiring in 2001. Don had been

elected to the positions of Guard, Auditor, Trustee, Recording Secretary,

and Vice President of Local 891. In addition to assisting on committees

too numerous to mention he served as Chairman of the Indoctrination

Committee, Editor of the GAUGE, Chairman of the Exceptions, and the

Membership Committees. He also took on the responsibility of heading

various research projects which were used to assist the officers in

contract negotiations. The members of Local 891 have benefitted greatly

from Donald Scales integrity and resourcefulness, and we offer our

sincere condolences to his wife Patricia, and their Family on his passing.

Remembering

Donald Scales
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Aurelio Victor Grillo

Aurelio Victor Grillo

Died February 9. 2022

Died February 9. 2022

Retired CE K062

Retired CE K062

Condolences To:

Condolences To:

 

 

Victoria Grillo

Victoria Grillo

 

 

41 Devon Loop,

41 Devon Loop,

 

 

Staten Island, NY 10314

Staten Island, NY 10314

In Memoriam

Donald Scales

Donald Scales

Died February 9. 2022

Died February 9. 2022

Retired CE M480

Retired CE M480

Former Vice President &

Former Vice President &







Recording Secretary

Recording Secretary

Condolences To:

Condolences To:

 

 

Patricia Gail Scales

Patricia Gail Scales

 

 

20 Revere Road

20 Revere Road

Larchmont, NY 10538

Larchmont, NY 10538
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AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

I.U.O.E LOCAL 891

Brooklyn Navy Yard, 63 Flushing Avenue 

Building 292, Suite 401

Brooklyn, NY 11205

www.Local891.com

1-888-891-2226 (Outside NY area only)

Ph:  (718) 455-9731 Fx:  (718) 455-9733
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Jeffrey J. Bilek
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Richard A. Gorgoglione
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63 Flushing Ave. Building 292 – Suite 401
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Ph: (718) 455-9731 Ext. 301

 Fx: (718) 488-7122

Legal Services (718) 895-7160

Daniel H. Cook Associates

Welfare forms – eye care vouchers – claims


information

 253 W. 35th St., 12th Floor, New York NY  10001

Welfare & Annuity Funds

(212) 505-5050 ext. 229

Borough Chairpersons

Committee Chairpersons
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Brooklyn 
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Queens 

Staten Island

Michael King

Andrew Foti

John Brennan

Peter Maddaloni

Steve Ready

ext. 220

ext. 221

ext. 222

ext. 223

ext. 224

Children's Party

Blood Bank

Compensation Ins.

E.P.E.C.

Editor "The Gauge"

Education

Engineers' Protective

Entertainment

Exceptions

FMLA

Good & Welfare

Custodial Helpers

Grievances

Hospitalization

Indoctrination

Legislative Chair

Membership

Membership Assistance 

Occupational Health/Safety

Payroll/Permits

Pension

Rating & Transfer

Store Keeper

Supplies

Temp Care Assign

Webmaster

NYC Central Council Delegate

Richard Gorgoglione

Judth Koonce

Dan Morgan

Joseph Sanfilippo

Harry Cender

Stevo Pepdjonovic

Robert Calamia

Nicholas Souto

Philip Navetta

Joanne O'Neill

Vincent McParland

Kieran McKivergan

Michael Kelly

Dwight Woodley

John Maderich

Marvin Rodriquez

Theresa DiCristi

Judith Koonce

Dan Morgan

Kieran McKivergan

Frank Felix

Francis J. Byrne

Daniel Danvers

Trifon Radef

Evan Manca

Peter Maddaloni ext. 249

ext. 250

ext. 251

ext. 252

ext. 253

ext. 119

ext. 255

ext. 256

ext. 257

ext. 278

ext. 258

ext. 259

ext. 260

ext. 261

ext. 262

ext. 271

ext. 264

ext. 265

ext. 267

ext. 268

ext. 269

ext. 270

ext. 271

ext. 272

ext. 274

ext. 278

ext. 276

The Future is Now

NYC Central Council Delegate

Andrew Samberg

Gregory Sutton

ext. 266
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mailto:queenschair@loacl891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maddaloni,
mailto:bloodbank@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Manca,
mailto:compensationinsurance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Radef,
mailto:epec@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Sutton,
mailto:editor@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Danvers,
mailto:education@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Byrne,
mailto:engineersprotective@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Felix,
mailto:entertainmentcommitteechair@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McKivergan,
mailto:exceptions@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Morgan,
mailto:fmlassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Koonce,
mailto:goodandwelfare@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20DiCristi,
mailto:custodialhelpercommittee@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Rodriquez,
mailto:grievances891@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maderich,
mailto:hospitalization@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Samberg,
mailto:indoctrination@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Woodley,
mailto:legislative@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Kelly,
mailto:membership@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McKivergan,
mailto:membershipassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McParland,
mailto:membershipassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McParland,
mailto:occupationalhealth@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20O%27Niell,
mailto:payroll@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Navetta,
mailto:pension@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Souto,
mailto:ratingandtransfer@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Calamia,
mailto:merchandise@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Pepdjonovic,
mailto:supplies@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Kelly,
mailto:tcassignmentchair@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Sanfilippo,
mailto:webmaster@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Morgan,
mailto:welfarefund@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Treasurer%20Gorgoglione,
mailto:welfarefund@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Treasurer%20Gorgoglione,
mailto:fmlassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Koonce,
mailto:webmaster@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Morgan,
mailto:tcassignmentchair@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Sanfilippo,
mailto:supplies@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Cender,
mailto:merchandise@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Pepdjonovic,
mailto:ratingandtransfer@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Calamia,
mailto:pension@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Souto,
mailto:payroll@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Navetta,
mailto:occupationalhealth@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20O%27Niell,
mailto:membershipassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McParland,
mailto:membership@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McKivergan,
mailto:legislative@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Kelly,
mailto:indoctrination@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Woodley,
mailto:grievances891@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maderich,
mailto:custodialhelpercommittee@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Rodriquez,
mailto:goodandwelfare@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20DiCristi,
mailto:fmlassistance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Koonce,
mailto:exceptions@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Morgan,
mailto:entertainmentcommitteechair@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20McKivergan,
mailto:engineersprotective@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Felix,
mailto:education@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Byrne,
mailto:editor@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Danvers,
mailto:compensationinsurance@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Radef,
mailto:bloodbank@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Manca,
mailto:queenschair@loacl891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maddaloni,
mailto:anthony@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Delegate%20Del%20Rosso,
mailto:hospitalization@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Samberg,
mailto:epec@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Sutton,

