
Variable Rate Unit Value 
for November, 2023: $126.225 

Variable Rate

Local 891 - AFL-CIO
December 2023

General Membership Meeting
The Next General Membership will be held

in Brooklyn at 
Whitney Vocational High School (K650) 

257 North 6th Street,
Brooklyn, NY 11211

December 7th at 7PM

Please be aware of your license and permit renewal date.
Apply and renew on time to avoid fees and disciplinary action. 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT ALL RENEWALS MUST 
BE DONE ONLINE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Principal Rating
Members are reminded they only have 
30 days to grieve a Principal's Rating.
Any member wanting to grieve a rating 
should contact the Grievance Chairperson.

Direct Deposit
Members who are not already
enrolled in direct deposit
are encouraged to do so by
accessing the payroll portal

Renewals
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I wish you all aI wish you all aI wish you all a   
Merry Christmas,Merry Christmas,Merry Christmas,
   Happy Holidays,Happy Holidays,Happy Holidays,   

and a Happy New Year!and a Happy New Year!and a Happy New Year!   

Business Manager’s Report

Electronic Communications
November 1st - Step-Up Procedures 

November 9th - Consolidated Salary Schedule 

November 13th - Education & Training Fund Schedule 

November 14th - CPS Optical End of Year Savings Promotion!

November 29th - Seniority Lists

November 29th - Snow Removal
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TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

$10 gets you one ticket for a chance at a large cash prize!
Don't Miss Out on the 50/50

The Annual Reception will be held at
Russo's On The Bay

on Friday, February 2nd 2024 at 6 PM

Checks made payable to : LOCAL 891 BENEFICIARIES FUND
Mail checks to: LOCAL 891; 63 FLUSHING AVE. BLDG 292, SUITE 401, BROOKLYN, NY 11205

Be sure to include the name of your guest and a telephone number

Payments can also be made electronically by clicking on this line

Tickets are $50 Each

Local 891 Annual ReceptionLocal 891 Annual Reception

Join us for a great time
with fantastic food,

good drinks,
and awesome company

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=EEHP95UW4M65A


SUPPLY
Harry Cender, Supply committee Chairperson

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

DSF has released the January allocation drop earlier than expected in an attempt to slow down the
inevitable, with building allocations not keeping pace with the rising prices over the years. Most buildings
will need additional funding to operate correctly. If and when the building allocation starts to run low,
request additional funding as needed. 

There has been a 3 to 4% price drop of 300 of our most used items on Famis. I.e., paper goods, trash
liners, etc.. 

All supply orders are inside deliveries. If a delivery is left outside or you are told it is not an inside delivery,
notify SDI immediately. Remember to CC DSFsupplies@schools.nyc.gov, your borough chairman, and
Supplies@Local891.com. To report any other occurrences, such as late deliveries, pricing errors,
shortages, or complaints, members must email their concerns to the following: For SDI items:
NYCCustodial@sdi.com and for Staples items: DEPTOFED@Staples.com Additionally, custodian
engineers should copy DSFsupplies@schools.nyc.gov and not SDIcomplaints@nyc.gov for monitoring
purposes only. 

When reporting any of the above issues, it is vital that you also submit feedback to DSF about SDI or
Staples using the link below:

Link Here

If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to reach out to me at
Supplies@Local891.com. Remember always to spend their funds wisely and with good judgment. 

Fraternally, 
Harry W. Cender 
Supplies Committee Chairperson                                                    
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MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE
Theresa DiCristi, Membership Assistance Committee Chairperson

Brothers and Sisters -

The Holiday Season is upon us, and while for most of us it's a joyful time for others it's a time of
depression, stress, and anxiety. Let us all be mindful of our friends and family and be supportive of
those who struggle during this time of year. Check in and make sure they are OK.
I'm including "Stress management tips for the holidays"(click here)- it includes useful information on
how to deal with all the emotions the holidays can bring.

And please know help is always a phone call away (631-816-3189 my cellphone) - please call
anytime!! Whether it's to chat, to vent, or something more serious. And if you think more immediate
or professional help is needed you can call or text 988.

Let's support each other during the Holidays and throughout the year! Wishing you and yours a
Peaceful Holiday season filled with Love & Happiness!!

Be well!!
Theresa 

Please be reminded if you had increased your contribution rate for the retro payout pay it is
imperative that you once again change it back to your preference otherwise that increased rate
will remain in effect.

The contribution rate for 2024 TDA has increased $500 dollars from $22,500 to $23,000.  Catch
up contributions for those 50 and older remains the same at $7500 dollars. Also in 2024, the
option to make contributions to a Roth will be available. These contributions are made post tax
instead of pre-tax, and upon withdrawal in retirement can be Federal and State tax free. 
                                                  

PENSION
 Frank Sirabella, Pension Committee Chairperson            
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LEGISLATIVE

Long Island City High School Principal,
Vivian Selinikas with NYC School
Chancelor,  David Banks and LIC High
School CE, Ernesto Diaz.                              

Education Symposium

NYS Assemblywoman, Stacy Pheffer
Amato with Gauge editor and Legislative
Committee member, Daniel Danvers at
the Assemblywoman’s fundraising event.

Michael Kelly, Legislative Committee Chairperson

Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, Chair of Committe on
Higher Education visited Hillcrest High School
and met with CE Peter J. Maddaloni, Children’s
Holiday Party Committee Chairperson. 



CUSTODIAL HELPER
Marvin Rodriguez, Custodial Helper Committee Chairperson

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Please respond to any email's you receive from me at custodial helper committee or from Theresa
Dicristi inviting you to join in on a grievance. If you cannot attend or if it's not your school or employee,
reply to the email and let us know. Grievances for CEs are all virtual. 32BJ and 94 employee are in
person at the NYCSSS office.

Please have an updated snow policy, make sure its clear and detailed it also needs to be signed.

There is no grace period when clocking in. When an employee clocks/punches in they should be ready
to work. If they need time to get ready than they need to be at work 15 minutes before their start time.

If you have a TC and have a difficult employee please take the time to follow the progressive discipline
policy. Write on the DAF that your a TC and your main school code and phone #.

Employees don't have personal time. They have sick time and vacation, Vacation should be requested
three weeks in advance.

Marvin Rodriguez
891 Custodial Helper Committee Chairperson
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  NYC CENTRAL COUNCIL
Judith Koonce/Richard Gorgoglione, NYC Central Council Deligates

REDCUPREBELLION: NEW YORK STARBUCKS WORKERS JOIN THOUSANDS IN
LARGEST-EVER NATIONAL STRIKE
Starbucks workers from nine stores in Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan and Staten
Island, as well as Nassau and Suffolk counties, struck alongside thousands of
workers nationwide on November 15 and 16, in a coast-to-coast “Red Cup
Rebellion,” demanding the coffee giant stop illegally refusing to bargain with baristas
over staffing, scheduling and other issues. 

HEX & CO BECOMES FIRST UNIONIZED BOARD GAME CAFE IN NYC
Hex & Coworkers made history this week, becoming the first unionized tabletop
board game cafe company in NYC to win a union, in a landslide election victory (50-
16). Workers at the store first established their demand for a union on September 27
when they presented a petition signed by more than 80% of employees to
management.

LAW360 UNION RALLIES TO SPOTLIGHT THE COMPANY’S NEARLY YEAR-LONG
DELAY ON CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS
Unionized editorial workers at Law360 have had enough with the company’s nearly
year-long delays on contract talks and held in-person (outside LexisNexis’ offices at
230 Park Ave) and remote lunch-time rallies Wednesday.
                                                                

NYC Central Labor Council is a source for the latest in labor news. These are
just a few outtakes from its current headlines. Please visit NYCLC.ORG to
follow up.                                               

mailto:fmla@local891.com?subject=custom+subject&body=Delegate+Del+Koonce%252C
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BLOOD BANK
Evan Manca, Blood Bank Committee Chairperson

Thanks to all Local 891 members who came out to all the sites on November 17, 2023, 
to donate precious lifesaving blood. Each of the donating sites a great turn out.  



BOROUGH HOLIDAY PARTIES



This year’s location is
P.S.5X 564 Jackson Avenue

Bronx, NY 10455
December 13, 2023

                                              

CHILDREN’S PARTY                              
Peter Maddaloni, Children’s Party Committee Chairperson

mailto:p.maddaloni@schools.nyc.gov?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maddaloni,


Fank Sirabella
Pension

Theresa DiCristi
Good & Welfare

Membership Assistance

Marvin Rodriguez
Custodial Helper

Judith Koonce
FMLA

NYC Central Council Delegate

Peter Maddaloni
Children’s Party Andrew Samberg

Local 891 Vice President

Kieran McKivergan
Entertainment/Treasurer

Membership

Evan Manca
Blood Bank

John Maderich
Grievances

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
The November 2, 2023, general membership meeting took us to Queens at John Bowne

High School. thank you, members, for attending and letting your voices be heard. 

Meet some of your
Committee Chairpersons

and officials!
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Legislative Chair
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Occupational Health & Safety
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Pension

Rating & Transfer

Store Keeper
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Temp Care Assign
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NYC Central Council Delegate
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Dwight Woodley
Michael Kelly

Kieran McKivergan

Lionel Santiago

Philip Navetta
Frank Sirabella
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Evan Manca
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Michael King
Andrew Foti
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Kevin Fitzgerald
Nicholas Souto
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Brooklyn 
Manhattan 
Queens 
Staten Island

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
I.U.O.E LOCAL 891

Brooklyn Navy Yard, 63 Flushing Avenue 
Building 292, Suite 401

Brooklyn, NY 11205
www.Local891.com

1-888-891-2226 (Outside NY area only)

Ph:  (718) 455-9731 Fx:  (718) 455-9733

Robert J. Troeller
Business Manager / President

Andrew W. Samberg
Vice President

Francis J. Byrne
Recording Corresponding Secretary

Richard A. Gorgoglione
Financial Secretary

Kieran M. McKivergan
Treasurer 

Richard A. Gorgoglione
 Chairperson of Trustees

63 Flushing Ave. Building 292 – Suite 401
 Brooklyn, NY  11205

Ph: (718) 455-9731 Ext. 102
 Fx: (718) 488-7122

Legal Services (718) 895-7160

Daniel H. Cook Associates
Welfare forms – eye care vouchers – claims information

253 W. 35th St., 12th Floor, New York NY  10001

(212) 505-5050

The Gauge

Borough Chairpersons

Welfare & Annuity Funds
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