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General Membership Meeting

Principal Rating The Local 891 February General Membership
Members are reminded they only have Meeting will be February 6th in Manhattan at
30 days to grieve a Principal's Rating. M167 Robert Wagner Middle School

Any member wanting to grieve a rating 220 East 76th Street

should contact the Grievance Chairperson. Between 2nd & 3rd Avenues

Renewals .

Please be aware of your license and permit renewal date. M

Apply and renew on time to avoid fees and disciplinary action. Variable Rate Unit Value
for December 2024: $170.646

PLEASE BEAWARE THAT ALL RENEWALS MUST
BE DONE ONLINE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.


mailto:grievances891@local891.com?subject=custom%20subject&body=Chairperson%20Maderich,

Business Manager’s Report

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Local 891 is in great shape as we begin this new year. I have been a member of a few
different unions before ours, none of them can compare to 891 in the way we serve our
members. All the dedicated committee chairs provide expertise and assist our members
in dealing with various issues they may have. Other unions just don’t do that. I
appreciate the hard work of our many chairs. If you ever feel someone serving in any
capacity for our local is not professional in their response to you, please let me know.

We continue to provide new or enhanced benefits whenever we can. In recent years
we doubled the life insurance benefit the Local 891 Welfare Fund provides and initiated
a new burial benefit for active members, their spouse, and minor children. More
members than ever are taking advantage of Local 891 Training Fund tuition
reimbursement and getting the qualifications necessary to step up to Level II. In August,
your Local 891 Annuity Fund contribution will increase by $ 2456 to a total of $ 6561 per
year. That's additional tax deferred income being put away to use in retirement.

Our Annual Dinner Dance is approaching fast. I hope you plan to attend. It's a great
opportunity to get together with your brothers and sisters from Local 891. The cost is
very low because the tickets are highly subsidized by the local with the goal of bringing
out as many members as possible. If you have committed to attending, please make
every effort to be there that night. Once we give the catering hall a head count, we must
pay for that many guests whether they attend or not. I hope to see you on the 31st at
Russo’s on the Bay.

Regards,
Robert

Electronic Communications
December 11th - Snow Removal
December 12th - Local 8912025 Calendar
December 12th - Self -Treated Sick Leave Policy
December 18th - Passing of Active CE Stephen Santoro

December 27th - Anthem/Memorial Sloan Kettering
January 6th - Education & Training Fund Schedule
January 10th - January Holidays


https://conta.cc/4f7RSqM
https://conta.cc/3ZswjeM
https://conta.cc/4j74v8L
https://conta.cc/40dZGDj
https://conta.cc/3ZNmkSw
https://conta.cc/3VBVpXw
https://conta.cc/4gTYV7Q

PAYROLL & PERMITS

Philip Navetta, Payroll & Permits Committee Chairperson

Brothers and Sisters,

Please remember that you need to keep track of the permits in your building, school based
and contractors.

Make sure permits are entered and send in your space sheets, both contractor and building.
DDFs are requesting these items for proof for 113 and 113C coding.

Everyone should be running their 202 day money close to zero. You should not be carrying
large excess funds in your 202 budget.

Philip Navetta

GOOD & WELFARE

Theresa DiCristi, Good & Welfare Committee Chairperson
Brothers and Sisters,

In Mid-December we lost Brother Steve Santoro (R861). Thoughts and prayers go out for his
wife Sydney and his two young children. A Widow's Care is in place with Harry Cender
stepping up first. Thank you to Staten Island Borough Chair Nick Souto for making the

arrangements.

The Local 891 Beneficiary Fund is accepting donations for the Santoro Family. Local 891 will
match all donations dollar for dollar.

You can send a check made out to "Local 891 Beneficiary Fund" - IUOE Local 891 Brooklyn
Navy Yard Bldg 292 Suite 401 Brooklyn, NY 11205.

You can also donate electronically - please click here to do so.
Thank you.

Theresa
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HOSPITALIZATION

Kevin Troy, Hospitalization Committee Chairperson

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

First,  would like to wish everyone and their families a happy and healthy New Year! Please
be aware of the following updates regarding your insurance plans:

1. Plan Deductions: Any deductions due to a change in your health plan will begin on
January 16th, the first full pay period of January. Please check your pay stub to ensure that
the correct amount is being deducted based on the plan and rider you selected. Changes to
the plan itself go into effect on January 1, 2025.

2. Agreement with Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital: As mentioned in my email last week,
Anthem has reached a multi-year agreement with Memorial Sloan Kettering Hospital. I'm
pleased to announce that there will be no disruption to any ongoing treatment for members.

3. Retirees - Senior Care Plan:

* The $15 co-pay for the Emblem Health GHI portion of the Senior Care Plan, which had
been suspended by a court order, will resume on January 1st, 2025.

* Members should have received a new ID card in the mail. If you have not received it,
please contact Member Services at 212-501-4444.

If you have any questions or concerns, or if you are experiencing any issues with changes
made during the transfer period, feel free to reach out to me at
hospitalization@local891.com.

Fraternally,
Kevin Troy
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PENSION

Frank Sirabella, Pension Committee Chairperson

Greetings everyone,

COLA

A Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA) is an annual increase to your retirement benefit that is
based on the consumer price index (CPI - measure changes in the price level of certain
consumer goods and services such as transportation, food, and medical services) and a
formula set by State law. The COLA is paid in addition to your monthly pension benefit (once
you become eligible) and is designed to keep pace with inflation.

Eligibility: To begin receiving COLA payments, you must be:

at least age 62 and have been a BERS retiree for five or more years; or

* atleast age 55and have been a BERS retiree for ten or more years; or

* a BERS retiree receiving a disability retirement benefit, regardless of age, and has been
retired for five years; or

e a beneficiary receiving the accidental death benefit of a BERS member, regardless of age,
and has been receiving a benefit for five years; or

* a spouse receiving a Joint and Survivor Benefit of a BERS retiree (in which case you are

eligible to receive 50% of the monthly COLA of what the Retiree would have been eligible

for).

Happy New Year
Frank
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FMILA

Judith Koonce, FMLA Committee Chairperson
Happy New Year Brothers and Sisters,

As the Tax Season approaches, members who were the recipients of Paid Family Leave for 2024 let us
use this time to review our W2's for any errors.

Prior to distribution, W2's earnings are to be adjusted by the Finance Department to reflect any
benefits received while on PLF.

Should you have any questions or concerns about this matter please let me know. My contact
information is at the back of the Gauge

Thank you for reading this article.

I hope for everyone a healthy, wealthy and peaceful 2025.
In Unity,

Judith

NYC CENTRAL COUNCIL

Delegates, Richard Gorgolglione and Judith Koonce
Happy New Year Brothers and Sisters,

On December 5, 2024, the New York Central Labor Council held its Annual Labor celebration. The
event was attended by Richard Gorgoglione and Judith Koonce.

The final Delegates meeting was held virtually on December 19, 2024. The meeting highlighted the
continuing importance of organizing, demanding better or new contracts and growing Union
membership numbers.

This month in History:

On January 1, 1863, the Emancipation proclamation was signed. In 1937 a tax of one percent on
earnings was inflicted upon both employers and employees.

In 1966, members of the Transport Workers Union, TWU, and Amalgamated Transit Union strikes
for 12 days. The victory was better sweet as TWU's leader Mike Quill was arrested and later
hospitalized. Upon release from the hospital, he died three days later.

['m 1965, eight thousand social workers went on strike to demand better services for their clients.
Thank you for reading this article.

[ hope for everyone a healthy, wealthy and peaceful 2025.

In Unity,
Judith
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LEGISLATIVE

Michael Kelly, Legislative Committee Chairperson

New York State AFL-CIO
Aprvad S olelyartion

December 5, 2024

Sheraton NY Times Square Hotel

New York City

NYC Central Council Delegates, Richard
Gorgoglione and Judith Koonce attended the NYS
AFL-CIO Annual Labor Celebration on December
5th, 2024. In attendance were NYS Governor,
Kathy Hochul and NY Attorney General, Letitia
James, Pictured with Richard and Judith.

Legislative Committee member, Daniel Danvers
attending an event for Queens Borough President,
Donovan Richards
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CHILDREN’S PARTY

The students, staff and parents of P.S. 31 in Staten Island sends a world of gratitude to the
members of Local 891. Thank you for taking a stand, showing up at our school with presents in
hands. Thank you for visiting our class, you awesome Mr. and Mrs. Clause. We don’t mind if it
was in a pinch, we even enjoyed seeing the very green Mr. Grinch.







MANHATTAN/BRONX HOLIDAY PARTY

Borough Chairpersons, John Brennan and Michael King Thank you for celebrating the
holiday season with us.
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LOCAL 891 EXECUTIVE BOARD HOLIDAY PARTY

Local 891 Cheer Officers and Executive Board extends
warm wishes to you and your family for the holidays.




GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Scenes from the December general membership meeting held in Brooklyn.
Thank you for attending and letting your voices be heard.




In Memoriam

g':jia&
#

Stephen Santoro

Condolences to:
Sydney Santoro (spouse)
1055 Sailor Drive
Manahawkin, NJ 08050

Local 891's Beneficiary Fund will be accepting donations on behalf of the
Santoro family. We are asking our Brothers and Sisters to do whatever they can
to assist his family at this difficult time. Local 891's Beneficiary Fund will match
each donation dollar for dollar. Mail your donations to:

IUOE Local 891's Beneficiary Fund,

63 Flushing Avenue, Building 292 Suite 401,

Brooklyn, NY 11205

Click Here to Donate Electronically
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[.ocal 891
Welcomes!

CONGRATULATIONS TO
P.S.14 CECHARLES MAZZOTTA
AND HIS WIFE MARISA

Vincent Michael
Born January 13th, 2025



The Gauge

AN OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF
I.U.O.ELOCAL 891
Brooklyn Navy Yard, 63 Flushing Avenue
Building 292, Suite 401

Brooklyn, NY 11205
www.Local89l.com

1-888-891-2226 (Outside NY area only)

Ph: (718) 455-9731 Fx: (718) 455-9733

Borough Chairpersons

Robert ]. Troeller Bronx Michael Klng ext. 220
. . Andrew Foti ext. 221
Business Manager / President Brooklyn
Manhattan John Brennan ext. 222
Queens Kevin Fitzgerald ext. 223
Andrew W. Samberg Staten IS].and Nicholas Souto ext. 224
Vice President Committee Chairpersons
Children's Party Peter Maddaloni ext. 249
]O hn MaderlCh Blood Bank Evan Manca ext. 250
Recording Corre sponding Se cretary Compensation Ins. Stephen Hourihan ext. 251
EP.EC. Gregory Sutton ext. 252
Editor "The Gauge" Daniel Danvers ext. 253
Richard A. Gorgog]_ione Education Francis J. Byrne ext. 119
FinanCial Secretary Engineers' Protective Frank Felix ext. 255
Entertainment Kieran McKivergan ext. 256
FMLA Judith Koonce ext. 278
: : Good & Welfare Theresa DiCristi ext. 258
Kieran M. McKivergan
g Custodial Helpers Marvin Rodriquez ext. 259
Treasu rer Grievances John Maderich ext. 260
Hospitalization Kevin Troy ext. 261
. Indoctrination Dwight Woodley ext. 262
Welfare & Annuity Funds
) y Legislative Chair Michael Kelly ext. 263
g;‘cbard A. Go:;g;gln:ne Membership Kieran McKivergan ext. 264
63 Flushin;:\feer;:;doingr;: Zee;ui te 401 Membership Assistance Theresa DiCristi ext. 258
Brool.clyn NY 11205 Occupational Health & Safety Lionel Santiago ext. 266
Ph: (718) 455-9731 Ext. 102 Payroll & Permits Philip Navetta ext. 267
Fx: (718) 488-7122 Pension Frank Sirabella ext. 268
Rating & Transfer Robert Calamia ext. 269
Legal Services (718) 895-7160 Store Keeper Stevo Pepdjonovic ext. 270
Supplies Harry Cender ext. 271
Welf ?anlel H. Cook Assoc’:tes ai Temp Care Assign Joseph Sanfilippo ext. 272
eliareiorms — efye carte. vouchers - claims Webmaster Dan Morgan ext. 274
121;2?;;:?5:;:; NYC Central Council Delegate Judith Koonce ext. 275
NYC Central Council Delegate Richard Gorgoglione ext. 276

1040 Ave of the Americas, Flr. 24
New York, NY 10018-3726
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